WELSH SCHOOLS ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
CYMDEITHAS ATHLETAU YSGOLION CYMRU

Registered charity – 510848


Management Committee Meeting – Virtual (Teams) – September 1st. 2021 (3:30pm Start)
Minutes/Action Points

Present:  Steve Jones (SJ), Chris Moss (CM) Rhiannon Linington-Payne (RLP), Gerald Davies (GD), Andrew Jenkins (AJ), Zane Maynard (ZM), Dai Williams (DW), Jo Warner (JW) and Gareth Oldham (GO). 
1. Apologies for Absence: Gwilym Williams & Kath Elias.
2. Minutes of Last Meeting (July 14th.):

These had been circulated ahead of the meeting in the interests of saving time. They were accepted as a true    record (Proposed CM & Seconded GD).  

3. Matters Arising:
3 (4/5.3) – DW informed the meeting that he is still to have his membership of the Finance Sub-Group confirmed.
3 (5) –  GD confirmed that a follow-up review meeting for the SLA had been held in the week of July 17th. Document has been sent to WSAA Officers along with the draft Constitution prepared in 2018. 
3 (4) – Indoor Combined Events International – SJ/ZM confirmed that a new date of Saturday, December 4th. had been agreed at the recent SIAB meeting. SJ also confirmed that a coach for the event weekend has been provisionally booked (Ffoshelig). 
The meeting recorded congratulations to former WSAA athletes Jake Heyward and Joe Brier on performances at the Tokyo Olympics.
5 – DW commented on the minutes around “missed opportunities” at the SIAB trial – he felt that changes to COVID restrictions had left organisers short of time to add age groupings to the event programme. ZM supported this and the meeting agreed that WSAA had done as much as it could to get the event staged.

5 – CM informed the meeting that Welsh Athletics had commissioned an independent revue of the Brecon facility following concerns at the Trial. SJ to contact chief officials from July 3rd to ask for reports.   
6 (AOB) – SJ informed the meeting that this minute had been amended following discussion with GD.   

4. Events:
SIAB Track & Field:

ZM provided an update around preparations for the event. SJ confirmed that selection & kit information would go out to pre-selected athletes during this week. ZM confirmed that selection would take place on September 8th. as planned (6pm start with a 90 minute limit on the meeting). There are athletics meets at both Aberdare and Stretford on Tuesday (7th). SJ to secure results.

GD commented on the Management Team with 6 out of 8 practicing teachers. ZM confirmed that Lisa Waddon, Kevin Williams and Phil Warwicker would complete the Team and bring extra expertise

ZM asked if the event timetable could be sent to selectors ahead of Wednesday’s selection, athletes to be asked to arrive at the stadium by 9:30 on event day (team photograph to be taken). 

Joint Indoor Combined Events Championships:
RLP confirmed the date as Sunday, November 7th. Welsh Athletics are awaiting updated COVID protocols from Cardiff Met. Entries to open ASAP with entry link also sent out to School Districts.

ZM confirmed that selection would take place immediately after the event ends – Adrian Palmer, Fyn Corcoran and Phil Warwicker to be invited.

Indoor Combined Events International:
Discussed earlier in the meeting.
Inter Schools XC:
It was again proposed to combine this event with the Inter Regional event on Saturday, November 20th. SJ informed the meeting that this has the full support of the Road & XC Committee. There was discussion around the offer from Peter Morris (Cardiff & the Vale) to provide £1500 of funding conditional on the Inter Schools remaining “stand alone”. There followed an open discussion around the event:

· DW – only one school had raised concerns following the 2019 pilot, partly, this was caused by a lack of understanding around athletes representing both school AND region, this needs to be better communicated.
· CM – 2019 was a pilot and we need to take the learning from this and ensure that 2021 is a better experience. Should not be adding an additional event to the calendar – this goes against overload and welfare concerns.

· GD – is there any data/info available on the effects of overload – it was agreed to approach Liz Davies/Chris Jones for the presentation made to General Council.

· GO – we need to reduce the numbers of events and costs, there are also concerns around WSAA manpower with the same individuals involved in course set-up and take-down. It is unlikely that Derek and Peter Price would want involvement in a stand-alone fixture.

· ZM – concerns that the Inter Schools becomes “lost” within the Inter Regional – CM replied that it is about the way that these events are marketed with the emphasis needing to match the audience. SJ reminded the meeting that the Welsh Colleges Championships are also incorporated into this race day.

· JW – distances on the day need to match athlete abilities. SJ replied that the Inter Schools distances had been used in 2019, however some adjustments to timetable needed to avoid races overlapping (this had caused some issues at the crossover into the adjacent field). 

· DW asked whether school names can be collected with Inter Regional entries, this to be explored.

Proposal to combine to be presented at the WSAA Executive Meeting (September 13th.)    
5. SIAB Selection
Covered earlier in the meeting. SJ to get notices out to Districts and Team Managers ASAP.

6. AOB:
AJ reminded the meeting of the CPD opportunities available in the early part of the Autumn Term:
· Secondary Run, Jump Throw – Wednesday, September 29th.

· Primary Run, Jump Throw – Wednesday, October 13th.

                        CM announced that the Welsh Athletics Service Awards are now open (closes on Wednesday, September 22nd.) –           
                        he reminded the meeting that nominations are welcome from both School Districts and WSAA Officers.

                        CM announced that SJ would leave Welsh Athletics at the end of October, he took the opportunity to thank the 

                        Support Officer for everything achieved in his 7.5 years within the organisation. The meeting echoed the vote of 

                        thanks.

                        SJ proposed that the 2022 WSAA National XC takes place on Saturday, March 5th. at Brecon – it was AGREED to 

                        defer this item to the September Executive meeting.

                 There was no other business and the meeting closed at 17:01pm.
Next Meeting to be held on Wednesday, October 6th (Virtual (Teams) at 3:30pm). PLEASE NOTE THIS IS ADDITIONAL TO THE DATES LISTED ON OUR 2021 CALENDAR.
SIAB Selection – Wednesday, September 8th. (6pm).
WSAA Executive  - Monday, September 13th. (6pm)
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